A Puzzle

never give properly, even in a work of refer-
ence) ; ten years after his marriage one of his
close friends was merely guessing that he had
been married. But people feel a certain
remoteness from him who are unaware of all
this; I know I always did myself. It is hard to
define. Even " distaste " seems too strong a
word for the feeling ; and the image used.by
Henry James who, when looking for something
wrong about "d'Annunzio, compared himself
to the plumber searching a house for the source
of a bad smell, comes into one's mind orly to
be dismissed. What is the characteristic that
repels ?

Those who have called him a snob because
he insisted on writing about leisured Olympians
and never mentioned the Portsmouth shop
are superficial on the first point and demon-
strably wrong on the second; for, in a novel, he
expounded his family history without taking
the slightest pains to avoid identification.
In any event it is not a defect of that sort one
is looking for, but something far deeper and
more pervasive, a streak which gives a tone
to everything he wrote and all that- is recorded
of him. What was his character, one wonders?
Was he a mind, tastes, a temper, without deep
generous affections ? How can one ask that
of a man who expressed himself so profusely ?
Is not the reason that he concealed himself
behind a mask ? What was there behind the
mask ? worse question of all, was there any-
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